According to Government reports (Sachar Committee, Mishra Committee, etc.) the condition of Muslim population is of much concern in this regard. Union Human Resources Development Minister, Mr. Kapil Sibal acknowledged that minority-dominated districts of Malda and Murshidabad have the highest dropout rates in the State, and Malda stood at 10.5 per cent -maximum in the state [10] . Hence, there is a strong need to study the reasons of dropout among the Muslim population, including the influence of socioeconomic, gender and parental education factors on dropout. Malda is a backward district in general and a Muslim dominated district in particular in the state of West Bengal. This is also the home district of the principal investigator of this project. In this background the research problem originates.
II. Methodology
The Methodology of the study was planned as follows: 2.1 Population: All the parents of primary education dropout of Malda district of West Bengal were the population for the present study. 2.2 Sample: Nine Gram Panchayats under Harischandrapur-II Block and two Municipality areas of Malda district, West Bengal were selected by stratified random sampling techniques. A total of 400 parents were selected by purposive random sampling method for the present study. The dependent variable of this study was -Attitude towards primary education.
Independent variables were Economic status -BPL (Below Poverty Line) and APL (Above Poverty Line), and Gender.
The sample flow-chart for the study was as below:
Tools used:
Data were collected by using a schedule on parental education (reliability 0.94 -by teat-retest method) and gender (reliability 0.93 -by teat-retest method) developed and standardized by the researcher. The collected data were analysed through descriptive as well as inferential statistics like ANOVA, 't' test by applying SPSS-17.0 and MS Excell software.
III.
Result And Discussion From Table 1 above, the mean attitude score of the male parents towards children's primary schooling was 93.82 ± 3.09, as compared to the mean attitude score of 94.83 ± 2.88 of the female parents towards children's primary schooling, which was not significant at 0.05 level. So, in overall consideration, the decision for dropout from primary school does not depend on the gender of the parents. That is among Muslim community, both the parents, male and female possess almost similar attitude towards primary education of their wards [4] .. Hence, the decision to dropout children from primary schooling among Muslim community is taken equally by the father and mother of the child. From Table 2 , the mean attitude score of the BPL parents towards children's primary schooling was 91.70 ± 2.93 as compared to the mean attitude score of 96.86 ± 2.62 for the APL parents towards children's primary schooling, which was significant at 0.05 level and also significant at 0.01 level. So, in overall consideration, the decision for dropout from primary school depends on the economic status of the parents. This also suggests better attitude towards primary education among the economically well-off Muslim families compared to that among the economically poor Muslim families [5, 9] . Thus, among the APL families the dropout rate is low compared to that among the BPL families.
Fig.1: Histogram for different economic and gender groups of parents in Primary Dropout
The Fig.1 above depicts the effect of economic status and gender variation of the parents on the attitude towards primary dropout with the variation of their educational status. With some variations, the general trend is that the parental attitude towards primary education increases with the increase of their educational status. As revealed from the tables above that better economic conditions helps to form positive attitude towards primary education. The Fig.1 above also supports this view by depicting that irrespective of their educational status the APL parents have better attitude towards primary education than their BPL counterpart.
IV. Conclusion
From the above discussion on the results of this study the conclusion can be drawn on the basis of the following hypothesesHypothesis No. H 1 : The difference in attitude towards children's primary schooling between male and female parents of Muslim community of Malda district, West Bengal differs significantly. This hypothesis was rejected and the corresponding null hypothesis was accepted.
Hypothesis No. H 2 : The difference in attitude towards children's primary schooling between BPL and APL parents of Muslim community of Malda district, West Bengal differs significantly. This hypothesis was accepted and the corresponding null hypothesis was rejected.
